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The World Health Organization (WHO) has various capacities to respond to health emergencies. The most
important of these include:

The WHO Health Emergencies Programme, which has dedicated 1,000 core WHO staff
globally to work on emergencies,"” with a budget of US$200 million in core funding for
2018-19.7 Despite this earmatked funding, the Programme faces chronic budget and HR
shortages.

The WHO Global Health Emergency Workforce has accredited approximately 60
emergency medical teams from 25+ countries. This number is expected to rise to 200 soon,
“representing a health emergency workforce of over 100,000 people” who can voluntarily
deploy to provide clinical surge capacity.’

The WHO Contingency Fund for Emergencies allocated nearly $21 million to 23 countries
for purchasing vaccines, medical supplies, and equipment in 2017.* The fund never reached
its $100 million target, and “now its coffers are almost empty” after exhausting its initial $45
million in donations.

The WHO is eligible for about $60-80 million in rapid response funds for large humanitarian
emergencies from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund.” WHO is the Global Health
Cluster lead for UN-led humanitarian operations.

Other capacities with key WHO leadership and coordination include:

The newly established WHO Health Security Interface Secretariat, which will expand
WHO?’s capability to prevent, prepare for, and respond to deliberate events involving
biological or chemical weapons;

The World Bank Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility, which provides $500 million to
developing countties in the event of a2 major pandemic;’

The WHO R&D Blueprint, a new research platform designed to accelerate vaccine research
and development;’

The Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN), a network of 2,500 health

personnel who can respond to ernergencies.1
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PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN

The WHO Director-General can declare a public health emergency of international concern (PHEIC) if there

is an emergency that poses a serious threat to international public health.

A PHEIC is defined in the IHR (2005) as “ ‘an extraordinary event which is determined . . . :

1.
1.

to constitute a public health risk to other States through the international spread of disease; and

to potentially require a coordinated international response.” This definition implies a situation that: is
serious, unusual or unexpected; carries implications for public health beyond the affected State’s
national border; and may require immediate international action.”8

References

World Health Organization. WHO’s new Health Emergencies Programme. October 31,
2016. http://www.who.int/features/qga/health-emergencies-programme/en/. Accessed May
7, 2018.

Wortld Health Organization. Public health preparedness and response: Report of the
Independent Oversight and Advisory Committee for the WHO Health Emergencies
Programme. May 1, 2018. http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/emergency-
capacities/oversight-committee/A71 5-en.pdfPua=1. Accessed May 7, 2018.

Burkle FM. The World Health Organization Global Health Emergency Workforce: what
role will the United States play? Disaster Med Public Health Prep 2016;10(4):531-535.

World Health Orgamzatlon Canlmgmg/ Fmd ' for Emergencies: 2017 year in review. March 2018.

contributions/cfe-impact-report-

Web2018 pdfrua=1. Accessed May 7, 2018.

United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund. CERF Funding by Sector 2017—
summary. http://www.unocha.org/cerf/cerf-worldwide/funding-sector/ funding-sector-
2017. Accessed May 7, 2018.

The World Bank. Pandemic emergency financing facility: frequently asked questions. May 9,
2017. http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/pandemic-emergency-facility-
frequently-asked-questions. Accessed May 7, 2018.

World Health Organization. R&D Blueprint: List of blueprint priority diseases. February
2018. http://www.who.int/blueprint/priority-diseases/en/. Accessed May 7, 2018.

World Health Organization. IHR Procedures concerning public health emergencies of
international concern (PHEIC). http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/pheic/en/. Accessed
May 2, 2018.

Date: April 27, 2018

Prepared as background material by the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security
for the Clade X tabletop exercise



http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/cladex
http://www.who.int/features/qa/health-emergencies-programme/en/
http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/emergency-capacities/oversight-committee/A71_5-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/emergency-capacities/oversight-committee/A71_5-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/funding/contributions/cfe-impact-report-web2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/emergencies/funding/contributions/cfe-impact-report-web2018.pdf?ua=1
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/cerf-worldwide/funding-sector/funding-sector-2017
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/cerf-worldwide/funding-sector/funding-sector-2017
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/pandemic-emergency-facility-frequently-asked-questions
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/pandemic-emergency-facility-frequently-asked-questions
http://www.who.int/blueprint/priority-diseases/en/
http://www.who.int/ihr/procedures/pheic/en/

